THE DAWN OP LIBERATION

tyranny is broken, when public men are few and far between, and
when you have to set up something which enables the light of the
country to burn again, the ordinary men and women to go about their
business and walk the streets in safety. It is that which we have
endeavoured to bring.

A tale has been telegraphed all over the world that we were support-
ing a Fascist Government endeavouring to impose a particular rule
on this country, endeavouring to bring back the King, endeavouring
to get some advantage or lasting control or influence for ourselves
out of it. All those stories are absolutely without the slightest founda-
tion. We seek nothing from Greece. We look for no selfish advan-
tages. We want no territory. We do not require bases or anything
like that. As for money, we would rather give it than take it. There
is nothing we want of any kind from Greece except her friendship.
That is all we want.

I rely on you to give publicity to my absolutely plain statement on
these matters, as to why we came, and also as to whether we were right
to intervene to prevent what we believe would have been a massacre.
Many of you who are on the spot formed your own opinions about that.
Having got into the business, we have contracted many grave
responsibilities. We have driven the rebels from the immediate
centre of the city. We have enough troops here and on the way to
make us complete masters of the City of Athens and the territory of
Attica which surrounds it. The sooner the other side sees reason the
sooner the fighting will stop. But it will not stop until that result has
been achieved, either by friendly negotiations or by increasing use of
military weapons. How could we lay aside our task now at this point ?
You have seen yourselves, for instance, that there are thousands of
Greeks in Athens who have been formed into regiments of national
guards. If we went away and the other side came in, they and all who
have shown us friendliness would be liable to be punished by the
conquerors with whatever severity they might choose.

When people have come into the open and given you their help you
cannot leave them like that, nor will we until there are guarantees that
we can believe in, for a fair, decent Government which will not pay
ofi old scores either way. This is a very difficult thing to do. When we
came here we thought it best to try to get a conference. The con-
ference assembled last night. We invited E.L.A.S. to come, and their
principal leaders came. We brought the Greeks together under the
chairmanship of the Archbishop Damaskinos.

After they had been brought together and various speeches made,
which, as you have seen, have been published to the world, we left
them. We had with us representatives of the United States, of France
and of Soviet Russia, as observers. We all then left. Afterwards
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